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The last few months has been 
an exciting and busy period for 
all at Forge Youth!  It has been 
really great to launch so many 
new youth clubs and pieces of 
work across the whole city.  We 

have also enjoyed welcoming a large number of 
new interns including some interns from 
Resource, the gap year we wrote about in the 
last newsletter. 
 
James Homer also joined the staff team, taking 
on much of the work that Rachel has been 
running in the north of Sheffield for so long.  It is 

a real shame to see Rachel go but James has 
done a fantastic job stepping up. 
 
We also ran the 5th Forge Celebration night 
earlier in the term and celebrated some 
wonderful young people and volunteers.  Thank 
you to many of you who were able to attend 
and those who continue to support us. 
 
It was a real privilege to have Sir Bernard Hogan-
Howe visit in October.  Sir Bernard has agreed to 
be an Ambassador for Forge, which is a really 
exciting prospect. 
 
Finally, I want to say a massive Happy Christmas 
from all of us at Forge Youth. 

 
 
The SCYL (Sheffield Christian Youth League) has 
been running well and running since January 
2009.  We have young people from all around 
who come down to play in the league. 
 
We know that not every young person would 
be able to make it to one central venue so we 
decided to start a new hub up in the North of 
Sheffield at Concord Sports Centre in 
Shiregreen.   
 
In April this year we ran a pilot project after 
talking to our local youth clubs and ran a 

tournament each week.  This went well and 
after securing lottery funding we started again 
this term launching Forge North Football, 
Monday nights at Concord Sports Centre. 
 
There were less young people around with the 
nights being colder and darker, but we made a 
big push using our links with Firth Park 
Academy and Sheffield International Venues 
who both really wanted to see the project work 
and have seen this pay off.  
 
It’s  very early days but with some hard work 
and prayer we can get a great football league 
going that will be an incredible resource for 
youth work in the North of Sheffield. 



Hillsborough 
Youth:  
Ben Rollett 
We started Hillsborough 
Youth in September and have 

had a lot of fun since opening the doors at 
Hillsborough Park Pavilion on Tuesday nights.  
 
So far we’ve done some great activities as 
requested by the young people along with the 
usual pool, wii, crafts and refreshments. 
 
This term the over-arching theme has been 
‘God loves us, how can we show that to those 
around us?’ We have been talking about 
themes like encouragement or leadership. We 
then try to take this into our weeks and see 
where we can give an encouraging word, a 
random act of kindness, or lead our peers well. 
 
The team and I have been really encouraged by 

how well the youth are engaging with what we 
talk about and their commitment to come each 
week and really get stuck in. While we can 
teach them things and be role models to them, 
we also learn so much from them and it’s been 
a huge blessing working with them. God is 
gradually raising the spiritual temperature, 
which is great to see! 
 
We would love to expand the youth club and 
reach even more young people in the local 
community.  Giving them the opportunity to 
come to a regular club with positive activities. 
  
We have also started a Stomp club in 
Hillsborough which is before the youth club 
and is for 7 – 11 year olds.  The club has a bit 
more structure and fun games whilst looking at 
similar topics to the youth club.  
 

Please pray for the current young people at both 

clubs and pray that the clubs grow over the new 

year. 

Pitsmoor Youth:  
James Homer 
Pitsmoor is an estate in the North of Sheffield.  
We are working closely with three churches 
that have asked for us to go and help them by 
running some youth work in the area; to work 
with the young people on the streets and also 
the kids that are attending church.  
 
When we started in September, we only saw 
the young people from the churches. But 
working with another local youth club we 
managed to go and meet young people in the 
area and now we have doubled in numbers.  
This is just with being in the area and offering 
another place for the young people to go that 
is not the street or in the cold on the run-down 
basketball courts.  
 
Since we’ve been in Pitsmoor one of the young 
people from the bible study that runs just 
before the youth club has given his life back to 

God and chose to affirm this on his own at 
another youth event. 
 
The area gets a lot of negative press and the 
young people from area get automatically 
associated with this.  I have been moved by the 
young people being so open to youth clubs in 
the area and that they have made it a place for 
them and their friends.   We want to see the 
youth club continue to grow, for the young 
people to be renowned as loving and for gang 
culture to decrease.  



Soul Survivor 
This summer Forge Youth 
made their annual trip to 

Soul Survivor.  We had an incredible time 
where God really moved and young people 
built closer ties across different groups within 
Forge Youth and beyond. 

 
We want to say a massive thank you to all 
those people who gave their time, effort and 
money to make the trip happen, you guys are 
truly incredible. 
 
We wanted to share with everyone a couple of 
stories from young people over that week. 
Take a look below. 

“Going into Soul Survivor, I felt that my faith was 
very weak. I was plagued with doubts about God 
and the Bible's teachings.  At the very first 
meeting, the leaders made a point that stuck with 
me throughout that week. It's not about the 
religion, it's about the relationship with God.  
 
For a long time, I had doubts about God  because I 
had never experienced His presence. I learned 
there that you cannot just expect God to prove 
Himself to you, you had to ask Him. All these, and 
other pieces of information learned there, made 
me strongly reconsider my faith. 
 
At the Wednesday evening main meeting, I made 
the decision to give my life to Christ properly, 
instead of just accepting what my parents believed 
in. After going up to the front, I was consumed 
with the most extraordinary peace. 
 
I now speak with God and read my Bible a lot 

more. Soul Survivor was really transformative (not 

to mention fun) and I would recommend it to 

people with questions about their faith and want 

good answers to their queries, and people who 

grew up as Christians and are starting to doubt 

their faith. “ 

“Everything about Soul Survivor was incredibly  
insane! God healed me in lots of ways throughout 
the time we were there.  There were lots of tears!  
I learnt a lot more things about God and how he 
changes people’s lives around in lots of different 
circumstances and situations.  Definitely going 
again next year!” 

“Before Soul Survivor I would call myself 

a Christian and I knew of God, but I felt 

like I didn't have a relationship with  

Jesus and decided I wanted that for  

myself.   

 

I had a fab time at Soul Survivor and 

loved getting to know people and get-

ting closer to them. It was also exciting 

to hear my friends speak in tongues and 

to serve Stafford on mission by helping 

with a kids youth group.” 
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Rachel Stone: 
8 Incredible 
Years 

I can't believe it all started 
8 years ago: Rich Atkinson 
and I were having a coffee 
and he described my 

dream job.  He said they were looking to 
employ someone to run some youth work in 
Sheffield but preferably in the North of the city 
on the estates and preferable with the kids that 
don't yet know Jesus and are often getting into 
a lot of trouble.   
 
After a Gap year with the Message trust in 
Manchester and completion of a youth work 
degree this was a job I had only dreamed 
of.  Now looking back at my time on Forge I 
have had so many 'I can't believe this is my job' 
moments both good and a few bad.  It's been a 
wonderful journey of working out how best to 
serve the young people in the North of the city 
and how we can see them reach their full 
potential.   
 
There are times I have felt pretty helpless and 
times where I can't believe the change in a 
young person’s life.  I have taken young people 

to Liverpool, Wales, Edale, Sweden and 
Uganda, on weekends away and longer trips 
too but all in a bid to give young people a 
new life experience and an opportunity for 
them to connect with God.   
  
I have learnt so much being at Forge and I will 
never forget all the memories that I have 
made, late night detached in the snow, 
rainbow coloured nails, thousands of cups of 
hot chocolate, tears, laughter and most 
importantly the privilege of young people who 
have chosen to share their life with me and I 
have seen grow up and become lovely men and 
women.   
 
I also have done my fair bit of growing up while 
being at Forge from a fresh out of uni 22 year 
old I have learnt so much about myself, the 
people around me and what it looks like to 
have a real relationship with God.   
 
After 8 incredible years of working at Forge I 
feel God is moving me on, I'm excited for the 
next chapter and I will be forever thankful for 
the family I have made while being at Forge.   
 
If anyone wants to keep in touch about what I 
am up to next please feel free to contact 
rachelhannahw@hotmail.com   
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