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Sam’s Section 

I’m not sure where time  has 

gone but this is our first 

newsletter of 2018 and spring 

is here! Sort of. 

  

One of the big things that has been happening 

is our partnership with the Message Trust and  

local organisations to host outreach events in 

Sheffield. In these events we have seen many 

young people become Christians so make sure  

you take a read to hear the news! 

We’ve also seen growth in our mentoring work 

at Firth Park Academy and took 50 young 

people and volunteers on our Big Weekend 

away in Castleton. 

  

We would like to take the opportunity to 

mention our October Forge Celebration 

evening, just to make sure you get it in the 

diary!  Finally, you can also find out how we are 

taking on the 3 Peaks challenge to raise money 

for Forge Youth. 

 

3 Peak Challenge 

On 2nd June we will be taking 

on the national 3 Peaks 

Challenge to raise money for 

our work in Firth Park. 

If you want to find out more or 

donate, you can find the link 

on our social media pages or 

just head to our website. 

Please give generously. 



Higher Nights 
 

We have partnered with the Message Trust and 

other organisations in the city to host some of 

the Higher Nights outreach gigs in South 

Yorkshire.  

 

Music artists from the Message Trust spend a 

day in a local school and deliver lessons or 

assembly’s on topics such as bullying, self 

worth and perform some tracks.   

 

All the young people in the school sessions and 

in local youth groups and churches are invited 

to a gig in the evening at a venue local to the 

school.  The artist performs and shares the 

gospel with the young people and gives 

opportunity for them to respond if they would 

like to. 

 

Forge Youth hosted the first Higher Nights 

before Christmas in Shiregreen.  Then in March 

we had the big push with 4 Higher Nights gigs 

happening.  Forge Youth hosted 2 of these 

nights through our work and partnerships with 

schools and churches in Pitsmoor and 

Arbourthorne.  There were also nights in 

Doncaster and Rotherham. 

 

Over the 3 gigs we have hosted, we have seen 

69 young people respond to the gospel and 

receive prayer! 

 

It is an incredible privilege to see God at work 

in the lives of young people and we have loved 

being part of that.  It is also wonderful to 

partner together with schools, churches and 

other organisations across the city and see 

unity happening in the city of Sheffield. 

We are excited to see what God is going to do 

in these weeks following up from the Higher 

Nights gigs.  Three young men who are part of 

the football work in Shiregreen responded at 

the gig before Christmas.  Since that time we 

have been able to have very real conversations 

with them and pray for them every week.  This 

is just 1 story of many that we are sure will 

develop over the coming weeks.  Please be 

praying for the young people who responded 

and as we follow this amazing response. 

Save The Date! 

October may be a while away 

but we don’t want you to miss 

out on our annual celebration 

evening. It’ll be a brilliant 

night, so get it in the diary! 



One to One work at  

Firth Park Academy 
 

We’ve recently grown our mentoring work in 

Firth Park Academy and now we have 3 team 

members in there every week, investing in 

young people one to one.   

 

It’s a great opportunity to support the school 

and to work in concert with the Firth Park and 

Shiregreen youth clubs we run nearby.  These 

clubs have been running for a number of years 

and it’s great to add the mentoring to our 

work.  Forge is committed to working long term 

with young people to make a tangible 

difference, so having multiple contact points in 

an area is a real strength. 

 

 

Most of the mentoring is with young people 

who are facing a particular challenge or 

obstacle at the moment.  It might be something 

going on at home or at school, to do with 

academic studies or maybe a difficulty with 

relationships.  We’re always impressed with 

how well the young people are doing given 

how serious some of the difficulties can be. 

 

Our goal is to work with the young people to 

help them think about who they want to be, 

and make a plan to overcome this problem 

that’s making it harder for them to grow.  It’s 

always rewarding when a young person tells 

you they’ve managed to do what they were 

planning for that week.  We’ve seen young 

people’s sleep improve, attendance go up, 

detentions go down and young people open up 

and share vulnerably in ways they can’t 

anywhere else. 

Veronika Aaserod 
I joined Forge Youth as my internship for Form 

to help young people to see how much they 

are loved by God, how valuable they are to Him 

and to help them believe in themselves. 

 

Since being part of Forge Youth the main thing I 

have learnt is that youth work is about 

relationship. Having the best music, the most 

people or newest video games can be helpful 

and good but not as important as building 

relationships.  

Youth work is about having a safe place where 

young people can be themselves, ask 

questions, be encouraged and be seen for the 

amazing person they are.  That is what Forge 

youth is doing for young people all around 

Sheffield.  They have a heart and passion for all 

young people no matter what their 

background. 

 

It gives me a lot of joy to see young people 

learning more about themselves and seeking 

God more.  I love working with these young 

people and I’m really grateful for Forge youth 

for letting me be part of a part of a community 

that has a heart for young people and teaching 

me how to be a good leader. 
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Big Weekend Away 

In January we took the youth away on our Big 

Weekend, which this year took us to Castleton.  

We had an amazing weekend together 

worshiping, learning about God and having 

amazing community through food, fun and a 

very wet and slippery walk which saw many of 

us slip, slide or roll back down the hill to 

Castleton! 

We took groups away from Philadelphia, Kings 

Centre, Shiregreen, Firth Park and 

Arbourthorne.   We were really pleased to be 

able to bring so many different young people 

together in one place to help build community 

and unity across our work. 

At the start of the year we also merged our 

work with the older KC youth and Revo 

together.  It felt like the weekend came at a 

perfect time in bringing those groups together 

and making the transition smoother.   

The weekend also saw seminars and sessions 

led by the young people themselves.  Some of 

our older youth led sessions on reading the 

bible, prophesy and helped lead worship. It is 

really encouraging to see young people step up 

in leadership, especially in front of their peers. 

Weekends away are always significant times 

for young people.  When we take young people 

out of their usual context and have an intensive 

time to build relationship and give God 

opportunity to move, it is really fruitful.  In our 

small groups on the Friday evening we asked 

the young people what they wanted to get out 

of the weekend.  It seemed that by the end of 

the weekend, particularly after the Saturday 

evening meeting, that many of our young 

people had seen those things happen, whether 

it was getting to know people better or 

meeting God powerfully for the first time or in 

a brand new way. 

We’re really looking forward to seeing what 

God does in the rest of the year. 


