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Welcome to our first 

newsletter of the new 

academic year!  We’ve got 

lots to tell you about! 

  

We’ve had a busy summer completing the 3 

Peaks challenge, taking loads of young people 

to Soul Survivor and running two football 

camps.  We also have our annual Forge 

Celebration just around the corner on Saturday 

20th October.  It’s not to be missed! 

  

Over the summer we were excited to welcome 

a few new staff to the team but sad to say 

goodbye to James Homer (more on that 

later)! Allison Wilkinson joined the team in 

June. She is a qualified counsellor with loads of 

experience working with young people and has 

skills that are already making an impact with 

the young people she is working with in north 

Sheffield.  Livvi Stoddart joined the team 

leading the youth work across Network Church 

Sheffield, having previously volunteered with 

us and Louise Ednie has taken on the kids club 

in Pitsmoor which continues to run Wednesday 

evenings. 

 

Finally, in September we launched a new 

youth club in Parson Cross, in partnership with 

St Philips church.  Brenda Maleco is leading the 

club and the first sessions have been really well 

attended.  We are looking forward to investing 

in the young people there.    

Get your ticket today! 



Soul Survivor 
We took our young people away to 

Soul Survivor again this summer and 

had another brilliant week. It is always an honour 

and privilege to be part of what God is doing, 

especially on a week like this.   A particular thank 

you to all those people and organisations who 

helped support the trip financially.  We needed to 

raise around £3000 to support our young people 

and team to go and we managed it! Here’s just a 

few amazing stories from our time away. .. 

For a while now I have found my identity in how 

boys look at me and view me. I went to get prayer 

and immediately burst into tears. I felt a huge weight 

lifted off my shoulders and couldn’t stop crying. I 

have never felt closer to God than in that moment. I 

have begun to find my identity in God again and 

accept that in his eyes I am worthy and beautiful. 

I have had back pains for 

nearly a year now and 

after praying for myself 

and getting prayed for 

Jesus healed me! He also 

made me realise I am 

actually someone.  

I have been able to 

have so many 

c o n v e r s a t i o n s 

about faith that I 

have not had the 

courage or ability 

to have at home.  

I had an amazing experience of 

meeting with God.  For the first time in 

my life I experienced Holy Spirit. My 

hands were shaking and I fell down. I 

have also been freed from an addiction 

I have had for nearly 5 years! 

For a while I have suffered from 

different forms of mental health. I had 

the constant voice in my head 

questioning everything I did. Soul 

Survivor provided me with safety and 

comfort where I had reached breaking 

point. God has given me hope in 

something that seemed hopeless. 



SCYL Awards Evening 
We had our annual awards evening for SCYL in 

June.  We saw around 100 people including 

young people, leaders and parents come to 

celebrate the season at St Thomas 

Philadelphia.   

 

We gave out awards for league and cup 

winners, individual awards and fair play awards 

to our young people whilst celebrating with 

awards montages, food and lots of fun.  We 

also had football freestyler Dan Magness come 

and show off some tricks, hang out with the 

young people and talk about faith and football. 

We have had a brilliant season and it could not 

have happened with out the incredible young 

people and team who have come down 

whatever the weather to be part of the league 

each week. 

Forge 3 Peaks 

In our last newsletter we were letting you 

know about our Forge 3 Peaks Challenge!  

Chris, Steve, Sam and Santi all set out to 

complete the national 3 peaks challenge in 

under 24 hours to raise money for our Firth 

Park youth club.   

 

We’re pleased to say that after much walking, 

driving and sleep deprivation, we completed 

the challenge in under 23 hours and raised 

around £2500 in the process!   

 

We were also joined by the amazing Restore 

team who were walking the peaks over 3 days 

as an act of prayer and unity. We crossed paths 

on our final descent for a sweaty photo as both 

teams went on to complete their mission! 

Thank you to all of you who supported us, you 

are so appreciated! 
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Summer Soccer Schools 
This summer we launched our first Summer 

Soccer Schools! We ran 2 football camps, one 

at Goodwin Sports Centre and one at Concord 

Sports Centre with support from Sanctuary 

Housing.   

We had a brilliant week of coaching, matches, 

challenges and a chance to look at faith and 

football with the young people.  The young 

people really enjoyed it and we’re looking 

forward to building on this for next year. 

James Homer 

This summer we said 

goodbye to James Homer.  

After 8 years serving in the 

north of Sheffield in Shiregreen and Firth Park 

he has stepped down as he takes on a new 

food business venture. 

We wanted to take this opportunity to thank 

James for his years of hard work in investing in 

the lives of the wonderful young people in the 

north of Sheffield.  We also wanted to ask him 

a couple of questions about his time in youth 

work: 

What’s the best thing about youth work? 

“The best thing is seeing young people turn 

their lives around that you have built 

relationship with over a long time.  For 

example, when you see them work hard to 

raise money so they can go to Soul Survivor, 

when you see them continue to make good 

choices in life or  when you see them grow and 

explore faith in their own ways.” 

 

Why should we do youth work? 

“Some young people can be in some tough 

situations at home or at school.  It makes is so 

important that we can have a space where 

young people can just be young people.  We 

can be there with them through the hard times 

and the good, have the chance to speak life 

into them and let them know they are loved 

and cared about. 

 

Youth work is not easy, it can be hard graft and 

there’ll be high and low points.  But it’s so 

important and it’s so worth it.” 


