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Sam’s Section 

Welcome to the first 
newsletter of the school 
year.  We have had a great 
time over the summer term 
and holidays running youth 
clubs, trips and of course Soul 

Survivor where we took 42 young people 
away... but more on that to follow!  
 
Across the city we are continuing to grow, 
reaching and supporting more young people.  A 
particular area of development last year was 
Pitsmoor where in partnership with the 
churches there, we have been running youth 
work.  As we were running the youth work we 

became aware of the large number of younger 
children hanging around in the area and hated 
having to turn them away.  So we teamed up 
with the Diocese and are pleased to welcome 
Jessie Smith to the team to run children and 
families work in the Pitsmoor area. 
 
Finally it is sad to see Ben go who has done a 
fantastic job leading the SCYL and more 
recently pioneering the work in Hillsborough.  
We are pleased to welcome Liv Gunn to our 
staff team and Luke Lonergan who will be 
leading the SCYL. 

Liv Gunn: Form Internship 

I decided to do Form last year because I 
wanted to do something different; be part of a 
community, serve and work in the church, and 
learn from all kinds of people.  
 
I have been lucky enough to be part of Forge 

Youth for my internship.  I have been able to 
see different youth groups across the city, I 
have been welcomed into the Forge  family and 
been part of something that empowers and 
disciples young people.   
 
I have loved having the opportunity to work 
with young people and see them grow and 
change over the past few months. I loved it so 
much I am staying on with them for an extra 
year! I have learnt so many skills and had so 
many opportunities to grow and step out in my 
faith. I love leading young people to Jesus and 
feel honoured to be part of a team that have a 
heart for the same thing. 



Forge Celebration 

Our Forge Celebration is taking place Saturday 21st October 2017, 7.30pm in the Conference 

Centre at St Thomas Philadelphia.  We want to celebrate what’s happened in the last year with 

you by sharing stories, giving awards to some incredible young people and showing how you can 

get involved whilst offering canapés and fine tipples for the evening! We would love you to join us. 

 

Arbourthorne 
Youth Project 
In February last year Forge 
Youth partnered with a local 
church called Hope Family 
Arbourthorne.  We did this so 

together we could grow the youth work 
running in the Arbourthorne area.  James 
Hitchmough (picture above) and a fantastic 
team of volunteers run two clubs in 
Arbourthorne, the Hive club running on 
Tuesday nights for 10 – 13 year olds and The 
Guinea Pigs running on Friday night for 12 – 17 
year olds.  God has done loads of amazing stuff 
and we wanted to tell you about it! 
 

The Hive is aimed at young people as they 
transition from primary to secondary school.  It 
is packed full of games, activities, pool and 
there is even cooking.  It is also an opportunity 
for young people to hear about Jesus for the 
first time with about 30 young people coming 
each week! The club has really grown since 
2016 when it started with average of 3.5 
children (we felt bad for that half a child)! 
 
The Guinea Pigs is one of our greatest 
successes.  It is a place where the young people 
who come can dig deep into God and their own 
faith.  We recently ran an alpha course and saw 
a number of young people make decisions to 
follow Jesus and have had some baptisms over 
the last year! 



Soul Survivor 

We took our young people to Soul Survivor  again this year with 

young people from groups across our youth work.  

We want to say a massive thank you to all the people who supported us in making this 

happen in hours and money.  We couldn't’ have done it without you! 

We always have an incredible week and this year was no different.  We want to share a few 

testimonies with you, from the week.  Please take a read! 

Someone prayed for me and I felt so much 

lighter.  I have been worried about something 

for so long and I felt the weight lift off my 

shoulders. 

I have encountered God in a powerful 

way.  When I went to the front to be 

prayed for I felt a hand on my shoulder.  

I looked around and no one was there. I 

believe this was God. 

Last year I had a lot of pain and God helped 

me through that but this year He helped me 

understand the pain of the world in a very 

real way and that I need to help others with 

that as much as possible. I want to do my 

best to do what I am made for and show His 

love. 

God has called me to leadership and 

God gave me prophetic words for 

countless people. 

I experienced God with a tight weird feeling 

in my body.  Before it happened I was sad 

and upset and I felt broken and after the  

worship I felt lifted and happy.  It was an 

amazing experience. 
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SCYL 
Season 
Review 

The SCYL is our 5-a-side football league that 
acts as a resource for our youth work and for 
other churches across Sheffield.  It gives a great 
opportunity to reach young people using 
football. 
 
This year we had 28 teams taking part and saw 
over 200 young people over the course of the 
season with 3 age groups and 3 cup 
competitions. 
 
Whilst it has been a good season it has also 
been a really difficult one.  In December we 
had the tragic news that one of our young 
people took his own life.  He was an incredible 
footballer and young man who had been part 
of the SCYL since 2011 and had been 
volunteering with us in the last couple of years. 

We were able to use our Friday night to run a 
tribute to him with a minute’s silence before all 
our games and a few words. This was attended 
by his brother and Dad.  We also ran a 
memorial tournament at the end of the season 
which raised money for a mental health charity 
chosen by his family. 

The situation, whilst difficult, has brought a 
better sense of togetherness to the SCYL and 
raised a real deep awareness of the issue of 
mental health and how we can help our vast 
number young people, especially young men, 
in this area.  

The season also saw us hold our annual awards 
night in June which saw awards given out for 
the young people’s achievements and Barnsley 
FC legend Bobby Hassle came down to share 
his testimony with the young people.   
 
We also had to say goodbye to Ben Rollett who 
has been part of the team since 2011, and been 
leading for the last 2 years.  He did an 
incredible job of leading, especially this year, to 
bring about a great season.  We are really 
thankful for all he has done and wish Ben and 
Grace all the best on their travels. 
 
It has been an up and down year but we are 
thankful for how God has taken us through and 
are looking forward to next  season, especially 
as we  welcome Luke Lonergan as the new SCYL 
leader. 


